Your Worst Day Isn’t the End of the Story
South Jersey Small Group Guide
Warm-Up Questions

1. What's a day in your life that felt terrible at the time but looking back, you can see something good
came out of it?

2. If you could go back and relive one day of your life — good or bad — which day would you pick and
why?

Key Passage: Acts 6:8-14, Acts 7:48-60, Acts 8:1-4
Recap

In Acts 6-7, we meet Stephen — a man whose job was to serve food to widows. He had no title, no
platform, no formal training. But he was full of the Holy Spirit, and God used him in ways nobody
expected. When religious leaders couldn't beat him in a debate, they lied about him, dragged him before
the highest court in Israel, and put him on trial for his life. Stephen responded not with a legal defense,
but with a prophetic retelling of Israel's history that exposed a painful pattern: God's people have always
rejected the deliverers God sends. His accusers — religious insiders who had the law, the temple, and
the heritage — were repeating the same pattern with Jesus.

Stephen's sermon cost him his life. He became the first Christian martyr, stoned to death by a mob. But in
his final moments, he saw something no one else in the room could see: the heavens opened, and Jesus
standing at the right hand of God. With stones raining down, Stephen prayed two prayers that echoed
Jesus on the cross — one surrendering his spirit, and one forgiving his killers. Standing nearby, holding
the coats of the men throwing stones, was a young man named Saul. Stephen's death and prayer would
become the seed of Paul's conversion, and the persecution that followed scattered the church out of
Jerusalem and into the exact mission Jesus had called them to. The worst day in the church's young life
became the day the gospel broke loose.

Questions for Discussion (Choose several that are relevant for your group):

1. Stephen was appointed to wait tables, but God used him far beyond that role. Have you ever
experienced God using you in a way that had nothing to do with your "job description" or what you felt
qualified for?

2. In his speech, Stephen made the case that God met Abraham in Iraq, walked with Joseph in Egypt, and
spoke to Moses in the desert — all outside the temple, all before the promised land. What does it mean
for your everyday life that God is not confined to a building or a Sunday morning?

3. Pastor Billy talked about compartmentalization — giving Jesus the Sunday morning version of
ourselves but keeping Him out of the other rooms of our lives. Which "room" of your life is hardest to let
God into, and why?



4. Pastor Billy named three things underneath compartmentalization: fear, control, and shame. Which of
those resonates most with you right now? What would it look like to bring that specific thing to God this
week?

5. The Sanhedrin knew Scripture better than almost anyone alive. They believed in God, the law, the
temple, and the Messiah. But Stephen said they were resisting the Holy Spirit. What's the difference
between being familiar with God and actually being friends with Him? How can you tell which one you're
living in?

6. Pastor Billy said that when truth cuts your heart, there are only two responses: repentance or rage. Can
you think of a time when someone told you a hard truth and you chose rage — getting defensive, shutting
down, or lashing out — instead of receiving it? What made it so hard to hear?

7. In every other place in the New Testament, Jesus is seated in heaven. But when Stephen is dying, Jesus
is standing. What does that image stir in you — the idea that when following Jesus costs you something,
He is on His feet for you?

8. Stephen never saw the fruit of his faithfulness. He never saw the gospel reach Samaria. He never saw
Saul become Paul. He died thinking his prayer fell on deaf ears. Is there an area of your life where you've
been faithful but haven't seen the fruit yet? How does Stephen's story speak to that?

Pray



