The Only Way to Save the World
Small Group Guide

Warm-up Question: (Choose one, make up your own, or skip this part all together,
depending upon the nature of your group.)

1. Describe a time when you lied as a child?
2. What is one nice thing someone has done for you this year?
Read the following passage: Acts 4:32-5:11

Many realities threaten our well-being: anxiety, depression, economic downturns,
international conflicts, racism, sexism, work stress, family stress, and financial stress,
just to name a few. But biblically, the greatest threat to our well-being is disconnection—
disconnection from God and disconnection from people. In the passage above, Luke
describes the unity and generosity of the early church, followed by one of the first major
crises within that community. We can learn several important lessons: 1) Healthy
community is built on the shared identity of belonging to Jesus Christ; 2) Healthy
community requires giving and receiving; and 3) Healthy community values pleasing
God over pleasing people.

Questions for Discussion (Choose several that are relevant for your group):

1. How can we recognize when we’re not experiencing a sufficient amount of healthy
connection? What do healthy relationships provide for us?

2. Read Colossians 3:5-11, Philippians 3:7-11, and Romans 9:1-5. After giving his life
to Jesus, what role did Paul’s Jewish ethnicity play in his life, and what role did it
not play? How should we think about the various realities that shape our own
identities, particularly with respect to our new identity in Christ?

3. Consider the following statement by author and pastor Rich Villodas: “We have to
be able to hold on to distinction without disconnection in times of disagreement
and distress.” How can such a statement help us live out spiritual family in a
polarized culture?

4. Consider the following foundational components of the biblical message. 1) Every
human being is made in the image of God. (Genesis 1:26-27) 2) We’re all sinners.
(Romans 3:9) 3) We’re saved by faith. (Romans 3:27-28) 4) We all play a critical role
in the body of Christ. (1 Corinthians 12:21-26) Why is this core biblical message a
powerful foundation for our unity?

5. How are you giving in the following areas for the good of God’s kingdom and the
good of the church: Your time, your talent, your treasure? In what areas would you
like to grow?



6. Are you seeing and receiving the ways God is extending grace to you in this
season of your life? Explain.

7. What does it look like in your life when people are big and God is small?

Pray



