Offended by Jesus
Small Group Guide

Warm-up Question: (Choose one, make up your own, or skip this part all together,
depending upon the nature of your group.)

1. Do you look forward to the summer? Why or why not?
2. What’s the best thing you’ve had to eat in the past month?
Read the following passage: Acts 6:8-15.

When we arrive in Acts 6, the early Christian movement is picking up steam, and not
everybody is happy about it. A group of Jewish men from the Synagogue of the
Freedmen stirs up the crowd against Stephen by claiming that Stephen is speaking
against the Jewish Temple and the Law of Moses. Because the law and the holy place
were at the heart of Jewish identity, they knew that those particular accusations would
have an effect. Stephen’s cutting speech (see Acts 7), though carefully founded on the
Scriptures, did not lead the crowd to repentance. Instead, Stephen was martyred.

In our own cultural moment, we, too, may find the message of Jesus, the Scriptures, or
the Christian movement to be offensive to something we hold dear. Where does Jesus
offend our sense of freedom, our intellect, or our moral instincts? When something in
the Scriptures offends us, we need to slow down, think more deeply, and trust Jesus.

Questions for Discussion (Choose several that are relevant for your group):

1. Why do you think the Jewish crowd had such a strong response to the accusations
leveled against Stephen and then to Stephen’s speech? Are there any places in
your life right now where you find yourself being overreactive? What do you think is
underneath that?

2. Inour cultural context, we often envision freedom as the right to do anything we
want as long as it doesn’t hurt anybody else. What’s the problem with that kind of
freedom? Read Romans 6:15-23. How does Paul describe freedom?

3. Consider the following statement: The Bible was written for us, but it was not
written to us. How should the very real differences between our cultural context
and that of the original audience shape how we read the Bible? Does this mean we
can disregard anything we read that offends our moral or intellectual instincts?

4. How does the biblical description of reality give us a firm foundation for science,
knowledge, and ethics? How might an atheist attempt to explain science,
knowledge, and ethics? How would you respond?

5. Can you think of any ways in which the Bible offends your moral instincts? If so,
how do you navigate those features of the biblical text?

Pray



