ENC Sunday
South Jersey Small Group Guide
Warm-Up Questions

1. Think back to when you were eighteen. If someone had handed you a map of the next ten years of your
life, how close would it have been to what actually happened?

2. Who was the first person outside of your family who really took an interest in you as a young adult?
What did they do that mattered?

Key Passage: Daniel 1:1-7
Recap

On Sunday, we looked at Daniel 1 and saw what we called the Babylonian playbook — the way
Nebuchadnezzar set out to disciple the next generation of Israel away from God. He changed their
location, their language, their diet, and ultimately their identity. And what we saw is that what Babylon did
to Daniel and his friends is almost exactly what happens to an eighteen-year-old today when they leave
home and walk onto a college campus. Babylon was intentional. The question is whether the church is.

We also heard from our campus team — Bryce, Nozomi, and Matt — about what God is doing on Temple,
Drexel, Penn, Villanova, and Rutgers-Camden. But the deepest part of the message wasn't strategy; it
was the Gospel. We invest in the next generation not because we're trying to save the church, but
because somebody invested in us when we had nothing to give back. We're not the heroes of this story.
We're the ones who got rescued. And now we get to be part of how Jesus rescues somebody else.

Questions for Discussion (Choose several that are relevant for your group):

1. When you heard the four moves of the Babylonian playbook, location, language, diet, identity, did any
of them surprise you? Which one do you think the culture is most successful at today, and why?

2. Be honest with the group: how aware were you of what's actually happening on college campuses
fifteen minutes from our church? Did anything you heard on Sunday shift how you see this work?

3. The sermon made the claim that every freshman is going to be discipled by somebody, the only
question is who. When you think back to your own late teens and early twenties, who or what was
actually discipling you during those years? What did that shape in you, for better or for worse?

4. The Gospel turn in the sermon was this: somebody came after you before you deserved it. Can you
name a specific person God used to come after you? What did they do, and what did it cost them?

5. We talked about how the older generation has to make sacrifices for the younger generation. What's a
sacrifice an older person in your life made for you that you didn't fully appreciate until later? And what's
one sacrifice you sense God might be inviting you into right now for someone younger?

6. One of the campus ministers shared what it actually costs to disciple a college student over four years,
the time, the meals, the late nights, the emotional investment. Where in your life do you feel like you don't
have margin for something like that? And where might God be challenging that assumption?



7. We can sometimes carry quiet judgments about the next generation, about their phones, their
attention spans, their politics, their faith. Be honest: what's a critical thought you've had about young
adults today? And how does it shift if you imagine Jesus saying about them what He once said about you:
I'm coming after them?

8. If money, time, and comfort weren't obstacles, what's one specific way you'd want to invest in the next
generation in the next twelve months? What's actually keeping you from taking the first step?

Pray



