The Wrong People for the Job
South Jersey Small Group Guide
Warm-Up Questions

1. What's something you're really good at now that you were terrible at when you first started? How did
you get better?

2. If someone shadowed you for one regular weekday, what would they probably conclude about your life
and priorities just from watching?

Key Passage: Acts 4:1-31
Recap

Acts 4 picks up right after Peter and John have healed a man who'd been crippled since birth. A crowd
gathers, Peter preaches Jesus, and the religious authorities show up to shut it down. The two of them get
arrested and dragged before the most intimidating room in Jerusalem, standing in front of the same
council that condemned Jesus to death just weeks earlier. Peter, a fisherman with no formal training,
opens his mouth and delivers one of the boldest, clearest gospel proclamations in the entire New
Testament. The council can't refute him, and what astonishes them most isn't his words but the
unmistakable mark on his life. They take note that "these men had been with Jesus."

After Peter and John are released, the church doesn't pray for safety, comfort, or for the threats to go
away. They pray for boldness to keep speaking the name of Jesus. And God answers by filling them with
the Holy Spirit again, even though many of them were already filled at Pentecost. The chapter ends with a
Spirit-empowered church refusing to stay silent, no matter the cost. It's a snapshot of what God does
with ordinary people who spend real time with Jesus and stay dependent on his Spirit. These were not the
impressive people of their day. They had no platform, no credentials, and no power. But they had been
with Jesus, and the world could not explain them.

Questions for Discussion (Choose several that are relevant for your group):

1. The Sanhedrin were the most credentialed religious leaders in Israel, but they're not the ones God used
to change the world. Peter and John, two untrained fishermen, were. Where in your life have you let a lack
of qualifications, credentials, or expertise hold you back from something you sensed God was calling you
to?

2. The line in verse 13 says the council "recognized them as men who had been with Jesus." If a coworker,
neighbor, or family member who isn't a Christian were honest with you, do you think they'd say the same
about you? Why or why not?

3. Peter denied even knowing Jesus on the night of the cross because he was scared of what it might cost
him. In Acts 4, he proclaims Jesus to the men who could kill him for it. What's a fear right now that's
keeping you quiet about your faith with someone in your life?



4. We become like whatever we spend the most time with. What are the top two or three things that are
forming you the most right now, outside of Jesus? What would it look like to give Jesus more of that time
and attention this week?

5. The early church didn't pray for the pressure to lift. They prayed for the strength to stand up under it.
Think about your most consistent prayers lately. Are they mostly prayers for relief, comfort, and
circumstances to improve? Or are they prayers for courage, boldness, and faithfulness in the middle of
hard things? What do your prayers reveal about what you actually want?

6. Boldness for the Christian is not a license to be a jerk. There's a real difference between offending
someone with the gospel and offending someone with your personality. Where in your life have you
confused the two, either by being too harsh in the name of "truth," or by staying silent when you should
have lovingly spoken up?

7. D.L. Moody said he needed to be filled with the Spirit over and over again because, in his words, "I
leak." Where in your life right now are you running on fumes spiritually? What do you think is causing the
leak, and what would it look like to ask God for a fresh filling this week?

8. If you took the Holy Spirit out of your life tomorrow, would anything actually change? Would your week
look different? Your relationships? Your decisions? What's one specific area where you want your life to
become unexplainable without the Holy Spirit?

Pray



