The Spirit is Waiting
South Jersey Small Group Guide
Warm-Up Questions

1. When you hear the word "harvest," what's the first image that comes to mind? Have you ever grown
something, fixed something, or worked toward something where you had to wait a long time before you
saw any results?

2. Think about a time you felt genuinely "sent" to do something — a job, a move, a relationship, a
responsibility. Did you feel ready when it started? How did it turn out compared to how you expected?

Key Passage: Acts 2:1-4
Recap

This week we stepped into Pentecost — the day the Holy Spirit fell on the early church in Acts 2. To
understand why it matters, we looked at it through the lens of the harvest. In the Jewish calendar, there
were three harvest festivals, and each one points to something God is doing. The first harvest points to
Jesus: His resurrection is the "firstfruits," the single stalk of grain lifted up as a promise that the whole
harvest is coming. If Jesus rose, then God will finish what He started — in the world, and in each of us.
The second harvest is Pentecost itself: the Spirit poured out, three thousand people coming to faithin a
single day, and a season of God gathering people that is still going on today all over the world. The third
harvest is the final one — every nation, tribe, and language gathered around Jesus, no one missing.

But the heart of this message was where we live: right in the middle. We are the Pentecost people, living
in the harvest-in-progress. And the uncomfortable truth is that many of us aren't sitting behind locked
doors because we're afraid — we're there because we've gotten comfortable. We've made peace with a
version of faith that asks almost nothing of us. The same Spirit who blew the door off the upper room is in
us right now, often waiting on our surrender rather than the other way around. Pentecost isn't about
goosebumps; it's about going. We weren't filled with the Spirit so we could have a better Sunday — we
were filled so someone else could meet Jesus. And the final harvest isn't an abstract idea; it's a roster of
real names. Some of the people we love most aren't on it yet. The question this week leaves us with is
simple but piercing: are we participating in the harvest, or watching from the sidelines?

Questions for Discussion (Choose several that are relevant for your group):

1. The message said Jesus' resurrection is the "down payment" — the guarantee that God finishes what
He starts. Where in your life right now do you most need to believe that God hasn't abandoned the work
He began? Where does it feel like "nothing's ever going to change"?

2. We talked about the difference between needing more information about God versus more experience
of God. Which one do you think you've been leaning on lately? What would it actually look like for you to
experience God more, not just learn more about Him?



3. The message suggested that many of us stay behind "locked doors" not because we're scared, but
because it's comfortable — comfort doesn't ask anything of us. Is there a "locked door" in your life right
now? What is it protecting you from, and what might it be keeping you from?

4. There was an honest moment about watching believers around the world and feeling a little
embarrassed — "the same Spirit is in me that's in them, so why does their faith look so much more alive
than mine?" Have you ever felt that gap between what you believe and how you actually live? What do you
think creates it?

5. The message flipped a common idea on its head: maybe we're not waiting on the Spirit — maybe the
Spirit is waiting on us. Is there something specific you sense God has been nudging you toward that
you've been avoiding, negotiating with, or postponing? What's holding you back?

6. We were told the final harvest is "a roster of real names," and that some of the people we love most
aren't on it yet. Whose name came to mind for you? What makes it hard to have a real conversation with
that person about faith?

7.The message named some honest patterns: "We say we're a sent people, but our witness stops at our
front door." Which of those patterns hits closest to home for you? Be specific.

8. If Pentecost is about going and not just feeling, what is one concrete step you could take this week to
move from the sidelines into the harvest? How can this group pray for you and check in on it next time we
meet?

Pray



