Suffering for the Gospel
Small Group Guide

Warm-up Question: (Choose one, make up your own, or skip this part all together,
depending upon the nature of your group.)

1. Overall, would you say you have a high or a low pain tolerance? Explain.

2. Have you ever broken a bone? If so, which ones?

Read the following passage: Acts 4:1-22.

It takes just over three chapters for persecution to show up in the book of Acts. From
that point on, it never goes away. This presents us with a sobering reality: The early
church was a suffering church. What do we do with that? And what should we do with
suffering in general?

The Bible has a great deal to say about suffering. And early church leaders like Peter
have a a great deal to say about suffering for the Gospel, in particular. Peter makes a
striking statement built on the promise of eternal life: set your hope fully on the grace
that will be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ (1 Peter 1:13 ESV). In the
Gospel, we have a hope that goes beyond this life.

Questions for Discussion (Choose several that are relevant for your group):

1. Generally speaking, how would you describe your response to the suffering you
experience in your life?

2. According to the Scriptures, what are some of the reasons we suffer? Have you
ever suffered for the Gospel? Explain.

3. Read 1 Peter 1:14-16. What does a holy life look like in our cultural context? How
might a commitment to a holy life lead to suffering?

4. How would you respond to someone who says, “So you’re saying I’m going to hell
just because | don’t believe in Jesus?”

5. Read 1 Peter 1:13. How can our hope in future grace (that is, the grace we will
receive when Jesus returns) impact how we live in the present? Are you afraid to
die? Explain.

6. Read 1 Peter 2:20-24. How should Jesus’s example shape how we live now?

7. What can we do to help our fellow believers who are suffering?

Pray



