My Mission or God’s Mission
Small Group Guide

Warm-up Question: (Choose one, make up your own, or skip this part all together,
depending upon the nature of your group.)

1. How many languages can you understand?
2. Who is one person you feel really safe with? Explain.
Read the following passages: Acts 2:1-13, 40-41; Genesis 11:1-9

On the day of Pentecost, God poured out his Holy Spirit upon the community of
believers and the church was launched into her mission. The mission that Jesus gave to
his disciples was not so different from the mission that God gave at the beginning of the
human story: be fruitful, increase in number, and fill the earth. In fact, key components
of this mission appear all throughout the Old Testament reminding us that every
generation faces the same question: Will | give myself to God’s mission or to my
mission?

The mission of Pentecost shares some striking parallels and contrasts with an infamous
manmade mission: the Tower of Babel. At a very basic level, both events involve
languages, nations, and filling (or not filling) the earth. But the contrasts are significant.
1) The Babel project was initiated by human beings; Pentecost was initiated by God. 2)
The Babel project was built on human ingenuity; Pentecost was fueled by God’s power.
3) The Babel project was centered around human safety; Pentecost was motivated by
God’s love for the nations. 4) The Babel project was motivated by human pride;
Pentecost brought glory to God.

Questions for Discussion (Choose several that are relevant for your group):

1. Generally speaking, it’s a good idea for us to take initiative when we see a problem
or an opportunity. What was wrong with the way the people took initiative in the
Babel project? How do we recognize when our own ideas or plans are misguided
or disconnected from God’s purpose?

2. Read Matthew 28:18-20. What mission has God given to the church? How can you
be part of that mission right now?

3. What can we do to position ourselves to recognize how God is speaking to us or
directing us? Why wasn’t knowledge of the Scriptures enough for the religious
leaders to recognize what God was doing through Jesus? (See, for example,
Matthew 22:23-33 and John 5:36-40.)

4. Read Acts 1:8. What does it mean for us to have power to be Christ’s withesses?
Read Mark 12:30. Jesus reminds us that we are called to love God with all that we
are and everything that we have. How can we employ all that God has given to us



without putting our ultimate confidence in our own abilities?

5. We all have an instinct to protect ourselves physically and emotionally. In your own
life, is this instinct more prone to under-function or over-function? How should we
think about safety in the context of walking in God’s purpose? How might our love
for people lead us to take risks? How do we know when taking a risk is the right
thing to do?

6. Why is it better for us when God is at the center than when we, ourselves, are at
then center? How do we recognize when something is functioning as a substitute
god in our own lives?

7. Do you have a desire to be more involved in international missions? Explain.

Pray



