
The Good, the Bad, and Eternal Life
Small Group Guide

Warm-up Question: (Choose one, make up your own, or skip this part all together, 
depending upon the nature of your group.)

1. What is one highlight from the past month? 

2. What is one thing you are hopeful for in the in the new year?


Read the following passage: Mark 10:17-31.

This passage has a number of surprising twists. To begin with, Jesus’s response to the 
man’s address is completely unexpected. The first nine chapters of Mark’s Gospel make 
it abundantly clear that Jesus is, in fact, good. So why does Jesus respond the way that 
he does? The rest of the interaction strongly suggests that Jesus’s response had more 
to do with the way this man thought about goodness than it did with Jesus’s moral 
virtue. In fact, when we lose sight of God, we are prone to recalibrate goodness around 
ourselves. It’s quite possible this man had adhered to the letter of the Law for his entire 
life. But Jesus saw the Law as much more than a finite list of rules to be obeyed. The 
Law was an outworking of the most fundamental command: Love God and love your 
neighbor. Although the man was religiously devout, he could not see the grip that money 
had on his heart.

So how do we inherit eternal life? We need to release our grip on the things of this life 
and wholeheartedly follow Jesus. The apostle Paul’s own encounter with Jesus led to 
this conclusion: 

8 … I consider [every religious advantage, indeed all things!] garbage, that I may gain 
Christ 9 and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the 
law, but that which is through faith in Christ—the righteousness that comes from God on 
the basis of faith.

Philippians 3:8-9

Questions for Discussion (Choose several that are relevant for your group):  

1. Do you often think about life after death? If so, how would you describe those 
thoughts? Comforting? Uncertain? Scary? Indifferent? How would you respond to 
someone who believed in reincarnation? What about somebody who denied any 
kind of afterlife? What about someone who claims everyone goes to heaven? 

2. Read the following passage by C.S. Lewis. How does he suggest we should 
respond to our unfulfilled longings? How might this help us in our daily lives? 

If I find in myself a desire which no experience in this world can satisfy, the most 
probable explanation is that I was made for another world. If none of my earthly 
pleasures satisfy it, that does not prove that the universe is a fraud. Probably earthly 
pleasures were never meant to satisfy it, but only to arouse it, to suggest the real 



thing. If that is so, I must take care, on the one hand, never to despise, or be 
unthankful for, these earthly blessings, and on the other, never to mistake them for 
the something else of which they are only a kind of copy, or echo, or mirage. I must 
keep alive in myself the desire for my true country, which I shall not find till after 
death; I must never let it get snowed under or turned aside; I must make it the main 
object of life to press on to that other country and to help others to do the same. 

C.S. Lewis, Mere Christianity 

3. Are there any areas of your life in which you regularly compare yourself to those 
around you? Explain. How are those comparisons impacting you? How can we 
respond in a healthy way to the inevitable observations of performance, beauty, 
wealth, success, status, and the like that we make on a daily basis? 

4. Read Isaiah 6:1-5. How do you think a clearer view of God will impact our 
understanding of goodness? How does this connect to Jesus’s response to the 
man’s initial address? 

5. Why do you think money has so much influence in our world? How can we keep 
money from becoming an idol in our own lives? Do you think Jesus wants everyone 
to sell everything they have and give it away? Why or why not? 

6. What are some of the things that are most prone to function as an idol in your life? 
Explain. How can you keep these things in their proper places? 

7. When the disciples ask Jesus, “Who then can be saved?” Jesus responds, “With 
man this is impossible.” Why does Jesus say this? Why is it impossible for we 
human beings to save ourselves? 

8. What did God do to save human beings? How do we receive that salvation?


Pray


