
Purpose, Pruning, and Praying
Small Group Guide

Warm-up Question: (Choose one, make up your own, or skip this part all together, 
depending upon the nature of your group.)

1. Are you good with plants? 

2. Do you typically eat breakfast? If so, what do you like to eat for breakfast?


Read the following passage: Mark 11:12-25.

Jesus’s seemingly odd cursing of a fig tree was a prophetic act symbolizing the 
judgment that would soon come upon the religious establishment in Israel (see Mark 
12:1-12). Jesus’s actions also remind us that God desires fruit from our lives (Mark 
12:2). In fact, God created us to be fruitful. Just as God eventually cuts off what is not 
fruitful, we, too, need to regularly examine our own lives to see what needs to be cut off 
so that we can be fruitful.

The disciples’ astonishment that the fig tree had withered so quickly prompted Jesus to 
talk to them about faith. Nothing is impossible for those who believe, not because our 
faith has some kind of magical power, but because nothing is impossible for God. Real 
faith emerges from a real connection with God.

Questions for Discussion (Choose several that are relevant for your group):  

1. Fruitfulness is a significant theme in the Bible, appearing as early as Genesis 1:28. 
What are some of the ways that God expects us to be fruitful? Do you think you are 
living a fruitful life? Explain. What are some ways you would like to be more fruitful? 

2. Related to the theme of fruitfulness, what are some biblical verses or passages that 
capture different elements of God’s purpose for our lives? Given these verses, how 
would you sum up God’s purpose for our lives? 

3. Becoming more self-aware is a critical aspect of personal growth. How does 
growing in self-awareness differ from the idea of “looking into our hearts” to find 
purpose? 

4. Why did Jesus drive overturn tables and drive out people who were buying and 
selling in the temple precincts? What can we learn from this incident? 

5. How might we benefit from asking the question, “What would Jesus do?” How 
does this question connect to what Paul writes in Philippians 1:21? 

6. Consider the three categories below. What are some things in these categories that 
you need to cut out of your life?

• The evil

• The ineffective




• The expired 

7. Jesus connects fruitfulness with faith. How can we practically grow in faith? 

8. Jesus says that if we simply speak something in faith, without doubting, it will 
happen. What are some ways we (or others) may be prone to misapply what Jesus 
says? 

9. Why do you think Jesus talks about forgiveness in the context of faith? 

Pray


