The Story Behind The Story - Hope
Sermon Guide
Warm-up Question:
1. When you hear the word hope what comes to mind for you? Childhood memories,
spiritual practices, or maybe nothing at all?

Read The Following Passage(s): Matthew 1:1, 17; Genesis 12:1-4; Genesis 15:1-6; Genesis
22:2,9-14

Advent means “to come.” For centuries, Christians have remembered that God comes to us first
in Christ’s birth and ultimately in His return. This week, we consider hope through the life of
Abraham and how his story gives shape to our hope in Jesus, the Messiah. Matthew ties these
episodes into the entire sweep of Scripture, showing that Jesus completes the story God began
with Abraham. Advent reminds us that Christian hope is not sentimentality or optimism but
expectation, trust, and patient waiting rooted in God'’s character and plan.

1. Why does Matthew begin the New Testament with Abraham and David? How does
rooting Jesus’ story in Abraham expand your understanding of hope in the Messiah?

2. How does seeing the Old Testament as a long buildup to Jesus strengthen your hope of
what God is doing throughout history and today?

3. Read Genesis 12:1-4 and Acts 17:24-27. What do these passages reveal about God'’s
initiative in pursuing people? How have you seen God “intervene” in your own life?

4. Abraham’s call required a theological change, a lifestyle change, and a change in hope
for the future. Which of these feels most challenging for you right now? What area of
your life needs the biggest change to align with God?

5. Read Genesis 15:1-6. What stands out to you about God’s promise and Abraham’s
response? Why is it significant that Abraham is counted righteous by believing God’s
promise? How does that apply to us today?

6. What promise of God are you struggling to believe right now? How does Abraham’s
story invite you to trust God in the delay?

7. Read Genesis 22:2, 9-14. What does this test reveal about God’s heart and character?
How does the ram foreshadow Jesus, the Lamb of God?

8. In your own life, where do you sense “toxic fallout” places of sin, pain, or brokenness that
you need Jesus to absorb and heal through his sacrifice on the cross?

9. Read Romans 8:32. What do these words communicate about God’s willingness to
provide? What would change in your daily life if you believed this deeply?

Pray



