The Weight of the Vow
Merchantville Small Group Guide
Warm-Up Questions
1. What’s one holiday tradition from your childhood that you wish you could bring back—or leave behind?

»

2. Finish the sentence: “Love looks like

Key Passage: Mark 10:1-12 NLT

Recap

This week, we sat with one of Jesus’ most honest and tender teachings—His words about marriage,
covenant, and the human heart in Mark 10.

We were reminded that Jesus never dodges hard conversations, but He also never weaponizes them.
Instead of debating loopholes about divorce, He pointed us back to God’s heart for marriage: a covenant
of faithfulness, sacrifice, and love that reflects His love for us.

We talked about how marriage shapes families, communities, and spiritual formation... and also how
many of us carry real wounds from our own stories—divorce, broken trust, loss, disappointment, conflict,
or just the ache of singleness or widowhood.

We were reminded that Jesus meets every one of us—married, single, divorced, widowed—with
grace, not shame.

And that healing, growth, and healthier patterns are possible because Jesus restores what’s broken and
softens what’s hardened.

This Small Group time isn’t about judging the past. It’s about processing honestly, encouraging one
another, and letting Jesus shape our relationships going forward—wherever we are today.

Questions for Discussion (Choose several that are relevant for your group):

1. Jesus refused to debate loopholes and instead returned to God’s design for marriage. Why do you think
that matters so much to Him?

2. Whether married or single, what stood out to you about the idea of covenant vs. contract? How do you
see those mindsets show up in relationships around you?

3. Many of us were shaped by our family of origin—for better or worse. What is one way your upbringing
has formed the way you relate in marriage, dating, or friendship today?

4. The sermon talked about how “divorce echoes across generations.” If you’re comfortable, where have
you seen the impact of broken relationships in families—your own or others’?



5. On the other hand, “faithfulness echoes too.” Who is someone in your life who modeled covenant love
for you? What did their life teach you?

6. Pastor Billy mentioned that most affairs begin with emotional drift, secrecy, or “harmless” moments.
What are some practical ways we can guard our hearts—married or single?

7. Jesus’ interaction with the Samaritan woman showed grace, truth, and dignity toward someone with a
complicated past. How does Jesus’ posture toward her encourage you in your own story?

8. What is one intentional step you sense God inviting you to take—whether in your marriage, your
healing, your singleness, or your walk with Jesus? How can our group support you in that?

Pray



