
Jesus, the Scriptures, and Marriage
Small Group Guide

Warm-up Question: (Choose one, make up your own, or skip this part all together, 
depending upon the nature of your group.)

1. What is one small thing in your life that you are thankful for right now? 

2. What is one emotion you have felt strongly at some point in the last week? Explain.


Read the following passage: Mark 10:1-12.

Jesus’s conversation with a group of Pharisees on the subject of divorce gives us a 
fascinating window into the way Jesus approached the Scriptures. For starters, Jesus 
recognized God’s authority in the words of the Old Testament writings. We get a 
particularly striking example of how this played out when Jesus was tested by Satan in 
the wilderness (Matthew 4:1-11). Rather than just blindly following his desire to eat, 
Jesus looked to the Scriptures to show him how to respond.

Jesus’s conversation with the Pharisees also reveals a more subtle reality: Jesus did 
not consider everything written in the Law of Moses to be a timeless ideal. Just because 
the Law of Moses regulated the practice of divorce did not mean that God instituted or 
even approved of divorce. More broadly, New Testament writers like Paul recognized 
that many of the instructions in the Law of Moses were “a shadow of the things that 
were to come; the reality, however, is found in Christ” (Colossians 2:16-17).

Jesus taught that God’s ideal for marriage is articulated in the first two chapters of the 
book of Genesis. Here we discover that a man should not control or dominate his wife 
(as was commonly believed in the ancient world). Rather, God made both men and 
women in his image, and both men and women are responsible to fulfill the mission of 
God. Second, the marriage relationship is of greater weight and higher priority than any 
other human relationship. Third, marriage involves an exclusive physical bond between 
husband and wife. And finally, no human being is lord over the marriage relationship. 
God, himself, is the Lord over the marriage relationship.

No matter what our relational past or present may be, Jesus, as he did with a Samaritan 
woman he encountered at a well (John 4), offers us living water.

Questions for Discussion (Choose several that are relevant for your group):  

1. Explain the role the Scriptures played in the Jesus’s life and ministry. Can you find 
examples in the Gospels that demonstrate your claims? 

2. Describe what it looks like to engage our emotions in a healthy way. How should 
this connect with the role the Scriptures should play in our lives? 

3. When Satan tempted Jesus in the wilderness, he appealed to the Scriptures 
(Matthew 4:5-6). What are some common ways you have seen the Scriptures 



misunderstood or misused? 

4. Do you ever go beyond just reading the Scriptures to engage in a more intentional 
study of the Scriptures? If so, what does that look like for you? 

5. How can we recognize if we are giving the Scriptures real authority in our lives? 
Would you say the Scriptures carry authority in your life right now? Explain. 

6. Given that we are no longer under the Law of Moses (Romans 7:4-6), what role 
should the Law of Moses play in our lives? 

7. According to your understanding of the Scriptures, what is God’s purpose for 
marriage? What, in your observation, are some of the most common, but unhelpful, 
perspectives on marriage? 

8. What are some practical ways a married couple can prioritize their relationship? 

9. How do you think a single person who wants to get married can wisely prepare 
herself or himself for a future relationship? What are some of the benefits of 
singleness? 

Pray


