
How Do We Feed 5,000?
Small Group Guide

Warm-up Question: (Choose one, make up your own, or skip this part all together, 
depending upon the nature of your group.)

1. What’s one of the best meals you’ve ever had? 

2. On a scale of 1 to 10, how organized are you?


Read the following passage: Mark 6:30-44.

The feeding of the 5,000 is recorded in all four Gospels. This was, in all likelihood, 
Jesus’s most public miracle. The scale is truly striking: With just five loaves and two fish, 
Jesus fed thousands of people. This miracle prompts an important question for us: How 
can we see a move of God on a similar scale in our context? Can we really be part of 
the transformation of an entire university campus? Or a city? Or a generation? Jesus’s 
final instructions remind us that we should think big: “Go make disciples of all nations” 
(Matthew 28:19).

Questions for Discussion (Choose several that are relevant for your group):  

1. What role did compassion play in this miracle? Consider the following statement: 
“When you love something, you find a way.” Have you found that to be true in your 
own life? Explain. What role does love play in fulfilling the mission that God has 
given to us? 

2. Jesus saw the crowd and then had compassion for the crowd. Do you notice any 
ways that your attention is influencing your “loves” or desires in your life right now? 
Explain. What are some ways you can intentionally focus your attention in order to 
influence what you love or what you desire? 

3. What is one small habit that is making a significant impact in your life? Are there 
any other small practices that you would like to incorporate into your life because 
you think they could make a significant difference? Explain. 

4. Read John 12:24. What was Jesus referring to when he said this? Can you think of 
other ways that giving something away can lead to multiplication? How might this 
key idea apply to a church’s evangelism or discipleship strategy? 

5. Read John 10:11-15. What is the difference between the mindset of the good 
shepherd and the mindset of the hired hand? What does a hired hand mindset look 
like when it comes to participation in a local church? What might a good shepherd 
mindset look like? How would you describe your mindset when it comes to 
participation in a local church? 



6. Read Ephesians 3:20-21. Do you have a regular practice of prayer? Do you ever 
ask God to do miracles? How would you like to see God move in your community? 

7. Read Luke 16:10-12. Are you being faithful with the opportunities, resources, time, 
and talents you have right now? Explain. 

Pray


